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the Petition, with 1,280,000 signatures, was debated on July 12
in Parliament and rejected. Attwood, in a careful speech, made
the poverty of the working class his theme in proposing it; Lord
John Russell, in opposing for the Government, declared that
the Charter would mean the confiscation of all property. On
receiving the news of the rejection, the Convention called the
Sacred Month for August 12.
The vote brought up even the Harneys against realities.
They had no organization behind them, their followers did not
yet compose the majority of the people, and could not come
out for a month on strike if they did (especially during a heavy
trade depression), they had no money to cause a run on the
banks, and even the advocates of insurrection realized that most
of them had no arms. Napier, the general commanding, an
able soldier who sympathized with the Chartists while despis-
ing their chiefs, privately gave a display of artillery force to the
Manchester leaders, and sent to others a brief account of what
exactly a revolt would entail, and how he proposed to deal
with it. The exhibition and lecture cooled their heads sud-
denly. The Convention, after dismal debates lasting ten days,
cancelled the order for the Sacred Month and adjourned till
the end of August, having destroyed its influence. ' August 12
passed by with only a few riots: many leaders were arrested and
sentenced. Lovett, who made a good appearance in the dock,
and Stephens, who cut a poor figure, were among those sent to
serve their sentences in gaol. "Moral force" had met with
complete ill-success.
What the moral force men had failed to do, the physical
force men now decided to attempt. A great darkness, not
unintentionally, covers the events of the next three months, and
the groundless assertions of men like David Urquhart who
could not bear not to be in the know inspissated it still more.
All that can be said with any degree of assurance is that an
insurrectionary committee of five survived the Convention,
consisting certainly of John Frost of Newport, and Peter Bussey
of Bradford, and probably of Robert Lowery, Dr. John Taylor
and one other unknown. A national conference was held at
Heckmondwike, and lesser organizing conferences elsewhere,
where difficulties were met with such as that presented by Dr.